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“Wantouser does
seem o have more
Fun waith spring,”
adrmits B Fashion
WVieek execulie
director Debra
Wilker. And though
bhee SuUCcess of last
gegzon (Fall 2006 will
be hard to top, so far
the spring collections
aren't disappainting.

Of the dozen presenting designers, 40 per cent are returning from last season,
including Jacqueling Congir (whose filmy, foral baby-doll dresses had evary gid
wishing for a fast-forward-to-summer button on Wednesday night).

But the climate isn't the only change. "Even the [designers] that are returning hawve
litlle twiste and little sping for spring and summer,” says Walker, citing YWYata Brasil's
new men's wear, Anna Kosturova's {of the crochet bikini fame} new kide' line, and a
more natural side for Mara Gotiler.

1kt s L he evolution, | ke 10 see designers that showed well in thesr first
season take that 10 anather level” says Walker

But at tha samea time, she's thrilled to give new-to-B.C. Fashion Waek designarns
such as Joanna Kulpa, Evan & Dwan, &sluxe and Lela Designs a chance to shing,

But it's far from & handout Ondy one of five applications is accepted, says Walker,
and designeras need to rmeet atrict citeria, which includes 20 to 25 producticn-ready
laoks

Leda Designs (who present Saturday] are thalled to b2 among the chosen
"Especially sance (s our Ars! season oul the door” Says awner Tina Holer, who s
reddying her links-to-lounge fashon-Tonsand goll line Tor what she hopes 15 a bevy
of Buyers

“There are a lot of success stories coming ouwt of B.C. Fashion Week,” says Hofer,
andwith interest already pigued in Toronto and the States, Lela Designa is on their
wary b baing ona of tham.



